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The proposed development would take out this row of duplexes along Lowry and three duplexes on Polk around the corner. The build-
ing, sketched from the same angle in the architect’s rendering above, would be a 30-unit, four story apartment building with a com-
mercial first floor. The commercial space is already spoken for, according to Majdi Wadi, who owns Holy Land, the business that will
expand in other properties contiguous with their present location,along Central Avenue.Shown in the overhead view below,hidden by
the buildings,20 commercial parking spaces on grade would be added and there would be two for-sale townhomes blending the proj-
ect with its neighbors on Polk. (Photos by Gail Olson,sketches courtesy of DJR Architecture, Inc.)

qBUSINESSNortheast

Transformation near
Central and Lowry
Neighborhood group, City Council Member support
plan for new residential, commercial development

by Gail Olson
A business owner’s vision is reshaping

Northeast’s commercial corridor with three
potential new developments: a new apart-
ment/commercial building, a restaurant, and
a bakery.

Majdi Wadi, owner of Holy Land Middle
Eastern Restaurant and Deli, 2513 Central
Ave. NE, said he has purchased properties
near his business, including the former Sully’s
Pub, 2521 Central Ave. NE, and eight du-
plexes, five on the north side of the 900 block
of Lowry Avenue NE behind Subway and
Holy Land, and three on Polk, around the cor-
ner. He also bought a building on the east side
of the 1600 block of Central.

The first project includes remodeling Holy
Land’s building. Wadi said he plans to relocate
his deli/restaurant to the Sully’s building and
connect it to the Holy Land building. He will
move the company’s hummus factory into
part of Sully’s (an exterior re-do includes a
gold dome on top of Sully’s building), and
expand Holy Land’s grocery store—adding
more American products—into the current
deli space.

He plans to open a commercial bakery (with
no retail component) in the 1600 block of
Central. “It will be coming very soon. We
bought the lot between our building and
Burger King and have finished with the city
approvals. We have our permit. Now we’re
waiting for money; we hope to close before
Jan. 15.” 

The apartment building
Wadi said he bought the duplexes on Lowry

after the neighbors made a lot of complaints
to the police about the buildings and the ten-
ants. “We are working hard to improve the
neighborhood. We bought the first house, re-
modeled it, and brought our mom to live in it.
Then we started buying the others, remodel-
ing them all inside. The problem is, they are
very old and in bad shape outside. So many
things are not up to code.”

Wadi is working with St. Paul developer
MetroPlains, LLC, hoping to redevelop the
Lowry Avenue duplexes into a 34-unit, four
story apartment building and commercial
complex. Rob McCready of MetroPlains said
that they plan to buy the land and build the
complex. Wadi Properties, he added, propos-
es to buy back the commercial space on the
first floor. 

If the plan goes forward, two detached mar-
ket-rate townhomes will be for sale. The 30
apartments will be for rent; because they will
be classified as affordable housing, there are
caps on what prospective renters can earn to
qualify to live there. Four of the units will be
reserved for homeless people. Ann Daly,
MetroPlains marketing director, said they are
partnering with Families Moving Forward to
find tenants for those units.

“These units will be for families that have
undergone hardships, maybe someone injured
at work, for instance, or they have families
who have lost their house through foreclo-
sure. Families Moving Forward is oversee-
ing that part of the program and tenants will
be screened. 

“The other units will be available to people
whose household income falls between the
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$33,000 to $50,000 median Twin
Cities income range,” Daly said.
“The rents will range from $441 to
$1,200, depending on the unit. [One,
two and three bedroom units will be
available.] The rents are very close
to average market rate, and the apart-
ments will have amenities, including
a microwave, dishwasher, garbage
disposal, air conditioning, balconies
and underground parking.”

There will be a community room,
manager’s office and play lot on the
first floor, she said, in addition to
the commercial portion. MetroPlains
is partnering, in the $7.6 million
project, with the City of Minneapolis
(which will provide $1,935,330 in
federal tax credits), and Minnesota
Housing Finance Agency (provid-
ing $500,000 from its Home Fund),
Daly added. “We are still waiting
for a little funding before the project
goes forward.”

The company hopes to start clear-
ing the site in November, 2008, she
said.

Wadi said that John Vaughn, ex-
ecutive director of Northeast
Community Development
Corporation, had been of great help
in finding the developer. Vaughn
said he had researched and recom-
mended MetroPlains, a group also
recommended by city staff. 

First Ward Minneapolis City
Council Member Paul Ostrow said,
“Majdi is a huge part of Central
Avenue’s future. His success has
been amazing. The apartment build-
ing has a lot of potential. One of its
strengths is the commercial portion,
because Majdi himself would own
it. So often these mixed-use devel-
opments end up with too much va-
cancy in the commercial space. We
don’t have that concern here.” He
added that he would like to see more
market-rate rental units in the de-
velopment. “I know it is a very
tough housing market right now, but
it’s a good thing to have both af-
fordable units and market rate units.” 

Cindy Schulte, president of the
Audubon Neighborhood Associa-
tion, said that Wadi and McCready

talked to the neighborhood group
last summer, “before drawing any-
thing.” It looks as though removing
the houses and building the apart-
ment building “could be a major im-
provement for the area,” she said.
“We’re in support of it.”

She said ANA is working on a
plan to improve the parking behind
businesses on Central. “Hennepin
County has agreed to do a parking
study and plan. 

We’re trying to look ahead; with
new commercial businesses going
in, we’re going to need more park-
ing space.” 

Wadi said the commercial space
in the proposed new building is al-
ready spoken for. One office will
offer help to recent immigrants. “We
are finding that many people come
to us for help. Holy Land has be-
come a landmark in the Twin Cities
and the state. We get calls from peo-
ple from Iraq, Somalia, Middle East,
Bosnia. We will help any new im-
migrants.” 

He said he is from Jerusalem; his
family has been here 20 years. “We

have arranged some meetings with
recent immigrants and police offi-
cers from the 2nd Precinct. They tell
people not to be afraid to call 911
when there’s a problem. Many of
them come from regions that force
them to lie to survive. We have to
teach them that this is different.”

Wadi said that his business is be-
coming well known, and sales are
good. Recently, he has had success
exporting Holy Land bread to other

countries, including the Middle East,
Malaysia and Singapore. “Northeast
Minneapolis is going to be known in
the Far East. We expect to export
bread and hummus to Tokyo, soon.
It is wonderful for us. We are from
countries where you don’t even have
the right to dream. Here, your
dreams can come true.”  
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COMPLETE RADIATOR 
SYSTEM FLUSH

$59.99
• Inspect system and pressure test for leaks • Flush and chemically clean system 
• Refill with correct amount of coolant • Add sealant/lubricant.
Reg. $79.99. Shop supply fees in the amount of 6% will be added to all service. Dexcool extra.
Not valid with any other discounts or offers. Most cars & light trucks. Expires 1-21-08.

Shop online at 
www.tiresplusminn.com

ST. ANTHONY
3805 Silver Lake Rd.

612-789-4361

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS
5126 Central Ave.

763-571-4392

ROSEVILLE
Larpenteur & Hamline

1331 W. Larpenteur
651-645-5409

LAKE STREET
3421 East Lake St.

612-721-2300

LEXINGTON
9280 Lake Drive

763-792-8984

WHITE BEAR LAKE
4612 Centerville Rd.

651-653-8711

FULL AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE CENTER

FREE
WITH EACH TIRE PURCHASED

✓ MOUNTING
✓ VALVE STEM
✓ LIFETIME BALANCING
✓ LIFETIME ROTATION
✓ LIFETIME FLAT REPAIR
Only at the Tires Plus locations listed below.
Most vehicles. Some restrictions.

Excellent  traction
in rain and snow. $30 OFF

Set of 4 Tires

(No special orders - In stock tires only)
This is an in-store dealer-provided discount promotion,

see dealer for full details.

TRANSMISSION 
FLUSH

$99.99
Flush fluid from transmission. 
Refill with fluid and test drive.
Most vehicles. Not valid with any other discounts. Expires 1-21-08.

OIL, LUBE & FILTER
$11.00

Includes filter & up to 5 qts. oil. Add $2.99 environmental charge. 
Most vehicles. 
Not valid with any other discount. 
5w20 slightly higher. 
Expires 1-21-08.

ANY BRAKE SERVICE
$25.00 OFF

Over $100.00. Most vehicles. 
Not valid with other discounts.
Expires 1-21-08.

$25
P155/80R13
No dealers, no carry-outs, tread design may vary.

P185/75R14
P195/75R14
P205/75R14
No dealers, no carry-outs, tread design may vary.

P185/60R14
P195/60R14
P195/60R15
No dealers, no carry-outs, tread design may vary.

P235/75R15
P215/75R15
P225/75R15
No dealers, no carry-outs, tread design may vary.

Tires starting at

We honor most national account lease programs.

OPEN 7am-8pm M-F • 7am-5pm Sat. • 9am-4pm Sun.
All coupons include most vehicles and light trucks. Not valid
with other discounts. Tire Pressure Monitoring System extra.

“Majdi is a huge
part of Central
Avenue’s future.
His success has
been amazing.”

— Paul Ostrow
First Ward Minneapolis 

City Council Member

“It is wonderful for us. We are from coun-
tries where you don’t even have the right
to dream. Here, your dreams can come
true.”

— Majdi Wadi,
Owner, Holy Land Middle Eastern 

Restaurant and Deli
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Hours: 9:30am–4pm Tuesday–Saturday 
2500 Central Ave. NE • 612-788-4045

MOLER
SCHOOL OF BARBERING
“A special price for Seniors!”

(65 and up)
$5.50 for regular haircut

and 
$7.50 for style haircut

Every Tues, Weds, and Thurs
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